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Vain and Unprofitable Queſtion put to him, | | 
and Charged upon him by Mr. GRANTHAM, 
In his Book, Entituled, 


The INFANTS ADVOCATE: 


V I-Z. 
Wd hether the greate$t Part of Dying Infants 
ſhall be Damned e 


Which Advocate, while he ſhuts all Infants out of the 
Viſible Church, and denies them Baptiſm, opens Heaven to 
all Dying Infants, juſtifying thoſe of his Party, who admit 
them all as he doth, into Heaven without Regeneration. 


The Preface may be very Uſeful for the Children of Godly Parents. 


— 


Duo loco, illud prefanaum eſſe videtur, Miſerecordiam noſtram erga parnules 
jam defunttos, nihil tis prodeſſe, & contra nihil eiſdem obeſſe, ſententie no- 
ſtre ſeveritatem : multum autem nobis obeſſe , ſi ob inutilem Miſericordiam 
erga defunfos, pertinaciter aliquid contra Scripturas aut Eccleſiam de- 
fendamus. Id circo non affettum quendam bumanum, quo plerique moveri 
ſolent, ſed Scripture, Conciliorum, & Patrum Sententiam conſulere debe- 
Mus. Bellar. Przf. Tos 4. p. 145. as 


2 Epbeſ. 3. And were by Nature Children of Wrath, even as others, 
3 Joh.3. 3. Except a Man be born agaih,he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, 
12 Heb. 14. Follow. —Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall fee God. 
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ANSWER 


PREFACE. 


= H E Preface is more confiderable than his whole Book, 

there being ſomething in it which concerns our Practice. 

In it he juſtifies himſelf in his /coffing.art me, for the experi- 

ence I have found of the benefit of Abraham's, and my Ba- 

priſmal Covenant when an Infant. Let the Reader take it ſhortly 
thus : 


The Covenant I mention is, as I faid, thar Covenant-which God 
made with our Father Abraham, and hy Seed, x7 Gen. 7. which Co- 
venant holds * ſtill withBelievers and their Seed, and ſhall hold fo long + oave 
as there are Believers in Chriſt [ Abraham's Seed, 3'Gal. 29. ] upon him {x 
Earth ; unleſs the Anabaptiſts can ſhew us where God hath expreſly Scriptures 
Repealed that Covenant, as he hath done other Covenants. To which to proveit, 
I have ſpoken þ. | CEA dd, but he not 
My Farther then being a Son [as my Mother a Daughter] of 464+ 9ne on the 
ham, this Covenant ran down to his Seed : He coyld plead this. Co- ©OHFRTY-. 
venant for us; and when I came to Underſtanding, 1 did plead it ned al 
for my ſelf. Here was a Price in my Hand, and] reſolved to improve 4 — ” on 
ir. Beſides this Covenanr, I read other Promiſes made ro the Seed of \ p;1;,. 
Godly Parents, as 20 Exod. 6. 30 Dent. 6. 112, Pſal. 2, 20 Prov. 7. 16, 
43 1/a. 3. &c. | The Spirit -of God. did not, inſpire theſe Penmen ro | 
write theſe Promiſes to fill up Paper, that we ſhould only read then, 4 Nos volu- 
and nor make ule of them: ler Children of fuch Parents logk to this. #- ea 
Theſe Promiſes, this Covenant, I believed, I bighly prized, I begg'd <eog til 
the fulfilling of them many Years, being willing || ro have Abrahan's out, | 
2 God 


* AS 11 
Matth. 28. 
61 Ia. 1. 
19 Luke 
10. QC, 

T Repgenc- 
ration and 
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on differ. 
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God to be my God, as he was Hs, and my Fathers God, and 1 
willing to be His, as Abraham and my Father were. And lince he 
had promiſed Bleſſings ſeveral times, bur did nor ſpecifie what Bleflings, 
{ choſe my Blefmgs, to wit, All Spiritual Bleſſings in Chri# Feſii, 
1 Epbeſ. 3. withour which I eſteemed nothing to be a Blefling, Nex 
Entitie, being a ſtate far better than all other Bleſſings withour 
them. 

And whereas I was for ſeveral Years troubled about Legal 
Preparations, and Qualificattons of Promiſes *, .| which I do not 
wonder, tho' Mr. Grantham , and his Sect, are never troubled a- 
bout being A&:ve, not Paſſive, in their own Begetting |] I found 
in this Covenant, and theſe Promiies a great help. Here God 
offered, yea, Covenanted to be. my God, would I rake him for 
my God, and give up my ſelf to him; this I found my Heart wi 
ling to do. | e 

And whereas upon this Covenant-Intere# , my Parents did dedi- 
cate me ro God in my Bapriſm, when I came to underſtand my 
Baptiſmal-Covenant , what was contained 1n it, I blefſed that God 
who. was aforehand with me : I owned my Dedication ; and. for 
many Years followed God, that he would pleaſe ro fulfil his pagt of 
the Covenant, and inthe ftrength rhereof I would endeavour ro ful- 
fil mine. ” And in theſe Covenants have I found Relief under many, 
yea many many Temprarions. 

This is the Sum of what I wrote. Plea from page 63; to 
page 72. | | | 

To this 'Mr. Grantham anfwers, It would make a well Marr ſich, to 


fee what ivork, be. makes of ir, for after all by ſhifting from PoPt to 


Pillar, he only gets St meh to rejea the Councel of God againft 
himſelf, 7 Luke 3o. If this be nor ſcoffing, ler the Reader judge ; 
and that. not only a ſcoffing ar my Experience, but at that Dazy 
which is incumbent npon all Baptized Children under Abraham, 
and their Baprtiſmal Cavengne. Burt in this he juſtifies him- 
ſelf So dd es N Pea ' . hs 25th 

The next thing'Fon' charge me with, Is eating of Blood, contrary 
to the Decrees 'of th® Apoltles and Elders, 15 As. I fay with B. 
Auſtin, Tho' the Ceremonial Law be dead, yet it n fit it fhould have 
a comely Burial. And having been buried ſo many hundred Years, 
that I may profeſs my Faith in rheſe Truths, viz. That the Blood which 
makes the © Atonentens for my Soul, 1s ſhed, 17 Levit. 10. 11, with 
7 > +; 6 9 CS HY : 

Secondly, That Chrift hath "broken down the Partition-Wall, f in 
which Wall Blood was one Stone ] berween Few and Gentile, 2 Ephel. 


Thirdly 


( 3 ] 
Thirdly, That there is nothing unclean tn it ſelf, 14 Rom. 14. T 
fy , to declare my Faith in rhete Trurhs, FT wonld now eat a Bload- 
Pudding in the face of Mr. Grantham, or any Jew, provided it 
be prepared $. A. that is, faith Mr. Grantham, Sir Anabaptif. 
No indeed $:r, you are as much miſtaken now, as. when you rold 
us, Tranſubſtantiation was never heard of, till it was invented in 
the Council of Trent. $S. 4. that is, Secundum Artem. * : It a * as Phy- 
good Cook hath the preparing of them, elſe I care nor for them. firians in 
Bur I thank yow for rhe fport you have made us, by interpreting their Bills, 
$4. | | let rhe Bil! 
For the reſt of your Preface, I told you if there were any falſe be pr J 
Stories blame not me, they came from your own Party, boaſting "<4 5: 4- 
of you very much : As ſince you wrote againit me, a Friend of 
mine being at London, and difcourling with one of your Tribe, 
abour diſputing, We, ſaid he, will ſer a Taylor to Diſpute with him. 
Thar I fee this Taylor is a great Man in the Anabapriſts Opinion, 
and in" his own too, elſe he would not have carried himlelf fo 
' proudly in the Arminian Controveriie, when I gave him no oc- 
calion ro meddle with ir. It being a Gontroverſie, in which Pious, 
and very Learned Men, other manner of Men than He and Lam, 
have laboured very much, that this Man ſhould jump off his Taylors- 
ſhop-board, and after fome Study, rake the Do&ors Chazrr, as if he 
were the Man to determine thoſe Queſtions , when I ſee he is bur 
a Smatterer, and 'knows not the depth of that Controverke. Upon 
this ground, with the former, finding him a Scoffer, .and one asI un- 
derltand, that denies Communion with all Churches [tho' nothing 
which is Human is impoſed] bur d:p: Churches, I did nor treat him 
with that Reſpect, as I have done other Men.” 
To one of his Diſciples that ſows the fame Dayne! in theſe panes, 
which he doth elſewhere, I mentioned three Paſtors, and Churches ; 
I am fure for Holineſs and Abilities, there are none ſuch among the 
Anabaptiſts, no nor under the Sun ; yet he, forſoorh, would have no 
Communion with them, they were nor Dipt, I delire no acquain- 
rance with ſuch. | 
For my own part, I have held Communion in the Holy Supper, 
and do daily in my Prayers remember one 4nabaptiff, whom I 
found found in other Points, and walking humbly ; 1o that certainly 
I am no Defpiſer of them who Worſhip God accoraing to his Will, as 
you charge me to be +, and fo would prove me, not #0 " "if >" 4 
Works of Abraham. If Re-baptizing were Worſhip , * according to * © 
his Will, which I deny : As for Baprtizing by Dipping of thole who 
were neyer Baptized, I am not againſt it, if Adminiltred by one 
{Qualified, 


( 4 ] 
Qualified, Called, and Ordained according to the Goſpel. This 
Charge is as true as divers others I meet with in your Book ; out of 


which I will only take the moſt material Things, and ler your other 
Impertinencies alone, | 


16 Deeembe 1688. The Servant of the 
Seed of Believers, 
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THE 


ANSWER. 


TO: H1S 
aln geſtion. 
S for the Two Queſtions T propounded to the Anabapriſts, 
you tell me, You have anſwered them, and ſo you have 
done with them. Bur others fay, You have anſwered no- 


thing. And I fay, If they cannot be anſwered better than 


you haye done, we will go on to Baprize the Infants of 
Believing Parents without any ſcruple. | | 


Now you give me Tio other Queſtions. 


\. Queſt. Whether God required Baptiſm, or any other Rite, to be ne- 
ceſſary to the Salvation of Infants ? 


Anſw. Whar need this Queſtion, fince T told you * I do not think * Plea, þ. 
Baptiſm to be abſolutely neceflary, either for Infants, or Adult Per- 20. 


ſons; as if withour it they could nor be ſaved. I named the Scriprure 


to prove it : I gave the Opinion of our Proteſtants ; I add now, 

ſome of the Papitts, even Lumbard | himſelf is of the fame Judgment. , - 
The ſame was, and is my Opinion concerning C:rcumc:iſion, which pjq. 4 

made me wonder you ſhould fo often tell your Reader , twice in 

one pap. 21. [where you tell me, Tou admire my great blindneſs] that T 

have faid, IF Tfaac had died before he had been eight days old, he had 

20t been ſaved: An abominable falſhood, I never had ſuch a thought. 


| You ſay, pap. 6. Tou have done me no wrong, in ſhewing my Opinion : 


Yes, Mr, Grantham, as much wrong as Falſhood can do Truth. If 
your 


TS 


-your Choler have done boiling, the Fumes whereof troubled your 


| 


tighr, rub your Eyes, and put on your Spectacles, and read the for- 
mer Paragraphs, upon which thoie words about -I/aac depend, and 
you will find this Sence, I was ſpeaking_of the Grace of God. ig 
making that Covenant with Abraham, and his Seed, and Sealing ir. 
Suppole, I ſaid, it were true which you lay, That a/t djing Infants are 
ſaved, yer certainly there is a Blefiing in this Covenant, thar God 
makes and Seals with Iſaac, ſaid I, for God does not make Covenants 
in vain. Bur how does this prove, whart you charge me with'? 1 
doubt not bur as God ſaved Infants before Circumcifion was Inftiruted, 
{o he did after withour it... I 

Bur tho' there be no ſuch abſo/ute neceſſity, as I faid before, yet 
when God Inftitures any Ordinance there is a neceſſity lies upon us, to 


obſerve his Inſtiturion revyerently, and I do believe God doth convey 


Grace by them. For, as I faid concetning C:rcumeffion, it had Sp:- 
11tual Ends"; God firidtly. chargeth this gray; in oy 1 
to Infants of eight days old, which could nor Ob-work with hit in | 
the Adminiſtration of ir 3 then he himſelf muſt do ir, elfe the Spiri- 
rnal Ends could not be attained, there is only a fign, but nor the 
thing ſignified in any one Infant; fo the Ordinance is bur in. yain , 
which do nor conſiſt with the Wiſdom, Grace, and Holinels gf God. 
1. As it was in Circumciſion , ſo in Baptiſm ; which ſucceed.yin the 
room of ir. Though Circumciſion and Baptiſm are nothing without 
the Spirit, yet with the Spirit, Bapriſm 1s nor inferiour ro Circumciſfi- 
on : He did work then, and doth work now, when and where he 
pleaſerh wirh it. 


II. Queſt. Mhether the greateFt part of dying Infants ſhall be Damned * 


Anſiv. A very Vain Queſtion : Take your Anſwer from Bellarmin, 
in my Title-Page. Bur furthee, in your Firſt Book, p. 7. you charge 
ſome Independents, and-Presbyterians with this cruel Doctrine, but you 
name none. In this you charge only Presbytersans..3. and any Man 
who reads your Title-Page, wull conclude _.rhat. Lam a Presbyterian, 
and that T own thar Crue! De&rine. T-anſwer : . + . - | 

I hold Communion both with Independents and Presbytertans, but 
that I am a Presbyterian, is more then-T knew before, or know now. 

As tothe Opinion you charge me with, Mr. Grantham, if you be a 
Man of Truth, and would not juſtly be charged with: a Lye, name 
the Page in my Book, where I have written .any ſuch thing : -Sure-I 
am, T never fpake it, I never wrote it, Fnever thought zt. 

It was never the Queſtion, Thoſe which I treated of, were : . 

Queſt, I, Whether God Regenerates-any Infants ? | 

2. Whether 


OH 
2. Whether God Circunciſe the Hearts of any Infants ? {Which 
your Diſciple ſaid true, come both to one.] Both which were de- | 
nied by two of your Sect, and the latter denied by your ſelf *, * * Apain\? 
I proved, if Infants ve Saved, they mult be Regenerated, 3 Foh. 3. Mr. Petto. 
They muit be San&:fied. Heaven is an Inheritance only for SanFr- P+ 57+ 
fied Perſons, 20 Af. 3p. and 26 chap. 18, They muit be made 
meet for it, 1 Col. 12, I am {ure they are not meet for it by Na- 
rure. 
Bur whether God Regenerares all Infants, or the greater, or the 
leſſer part of Infants, I wrote not one word : How ſhould I know 
what God hath not revealed, 29 Det. 29. How could you then charge 
| ſuch a Doctrine upon me, in your Title-page ? 
In the Concluſion of your Book you tell your Reader, Mr. Firmin 
ſeems diſpleaſed at rhemultirude which ſhall be faved ; if my Opinion 
be rrue, all dying Infants are ſaved, &c. 
I ſhall anſwer you very briefly. That you might ſhew your ſelf 
ro be a Learned Man in the Arminian Commroyerfie , [ which I 
gave you no occaſion to meddle with ] you tell me, Thx ſtrange Do- Preſump. | 
Arine of damning the greateſt part of the World, and that before the 1 
World was-—=— makes God the Author of all ſin, &c, To the firſt part 
I only anſwered by Chriſt's words, 7 Matth. 14. As for Huberus, 
and Czlius Secundus Curio, they were of your fide-- Bur mark your 
own words Mr. Grantham, the damning of the greateſt part of the 
Horld ; not the greateſt part of Infants : I hope the World and In- 
fants, are not the ſame ; then as yer you cannor faſten this Cruel Do- 
Frine upon me. ; | | | 
As for the words of Chriſt, 7 Matth. 14. Few find zt, you anfwer 
me, quoting 2 Pet. 3. 9.'&c. That the far greater part will deſpiſe the 
Riches of God's goodneſi, &c. Bur I fay, if they do ſo finalh, they are 
damned ; and this is ſtrayge Do&#rinewith you. 
As for Infants, ſay you, they are in no danger by thi Text, they 
may be [ you ſhould ſay rhey are, not may be ] all ſaved, and ſo the 
number of the ſaved be much greater by them. For none of them 
walk KL n the broad way, therefore they mut needs go the way which lead 
to Life. | | | F | 
Bur I pray, is the number of them that are ſaved fo much greater 
by them, that the words of Chriſt, Few find zt, are not true 2 Elſe 
you do not rake of my Anſwer : You Confute not me, bur our Lord, 
the words are hs not mine. 
As for your proof, David faith, 58 Pſal. 3. The wicked are eſtranged 
from the Womb, they go aſtray as ſoon as they be born, ſpeaking lies. The 
Apoſtle tells us, 1 Fohn 5. 19. The whole World | x. e. all that are nor 
born of God ] /reth in wickedneſs : Infants are a part of rhe World, 
tho' not the whole World, The corrupt Nature in them, do biaſs 


B and 


* Tom. 4. 
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Againſt 


Mr. Pet. P. any Sin of their own, Then they have no Sn of their own : Ir is im- 


27. 


Circumci1- 
fion was 
Inftiruted 
before 
Chriſt, 


1923. Bii- 


C01c. 


wid, p. 11 


1btd. p. 13 


"Anſiv. Tafants are born either with rhar Image in which God. Crea- 


. Thirdhy You tell us, 


(.% ] 


and incline them to watk in the Broad Way, not in the Narrow Way. 


Betimes, we ſee their litle Feer, | z. e. their Words and Actions ]_ 


itepping in the Broad Way. So that our Lord's Words may be true, 
tho* the greater part of Infants be ſaved. . _ 

As for the Helliſh Torments you ſpeak of ſo much, Bellarmin * tells 
the Pelagians, {who are your Friends] and Catharinus, allow.Infants 
Eternal Lite, and Narural Biefſedneſs, without any pain 5 other Opi- 
nions you may read in him, if you pleaſe : Bur where the Scripture is 
filenr, why ſhould we ſpeak ? 

Having named Pelagius, and charging you in my Anſwer to your 
Book with Pelagrianiſm, T will here contider your Outcry againit me : 
p. 28, where you tell me, whar you haye written in your Book, which 
you call Chriſt:anzſmus Primitivis. 

I never{aw any of your Book, nor did I ever hear of your Name, 
2111 I ſaw your Book againſt my ſelf ; there I found you did own 
Peccatum Originans, but not Originatum. So I told you. 

Bur for all your great Words in that Page, I {till fay, Mr. Gran- 
tham is a Man vety.corruprt in the Doctrine of Or:g:nal Sin, or he 
mult groſly contradict himſelf, For, 

Fir, Twice in one Page you tell us, Infants are not guilty of 
poſible to part $i and Guilt, rho' God pardon rhe Puniſhment, 

If Infants have no Sin of their own, then the Adminiſtration of 
Circumciſion ro Infants of eight days old, almoſt rwo thouſand years, 
was a vain Adminiſtration. 

In a Sacramen, there is the $ gn, and thething ſenified. What was 
Genified in Circumciſion, 10 Det. 16. 30 Deut, 6, 4 Fer. 4. 9 Fer. 
25. tells us {the Uycircymeiſion: of our Fleſho is jogned with our Eftare, 
dead in Sin, 2 Col. 13.] Burt if Infants have no Sin of their oy», then 
the rhing ſignified was not there ; ſo thay it was no Sacrament, but 
the Adminiſtration of a Lye, according tg.your Doctrine. 


- * 


Secondly, You tell us, They need not apy Lams to be written in ther 


red Man, or not. If they be bor with is, then they never fell from 
God, and fo haye no need of Chrift. If nor ſo. born, then there is a 
Privation of that Righteauſneſs which ought to, be, and a Poſition [as 
in a Diſeaſe} of that Unrighteouſneſs and Evil, which ought not to be. 
This Image. is-ngr reſtored bur in Regeneration. in, which the Law is 


-wpitten in, the Heart. - . Err Wa Ag 
Infants.are tanocent. Aſi, Then they never 
fell from God. You. could ftirch Tnyocergy, and Pardon together in 
Your 2+ 15 PH 3. n0W you. {tirch Iapocency, and $71 togerher. . You 
quote Dr, Taylor to juſtifie you : Bur he docs not ſtitch Innoceney and 


Par- 


PR 


nt . >; 
a SEAN . | 


vor 
, 

3 
* 


J! 


TY 


[9] 

Pardon together. However, I read Dr. Taylor's words ; but he was 
neither a Prophet nor Apoſtle ; a very godly Man, and as learned a wr, 441. 
Man as himſelf, who traced him in his Writings, gives this Charaer ny Burg 7, 
of him, He s not meerly Pelagian, Papilt, Arminian, or Socinian, | 
but an Hetch-potch of all : Like a Second Julian, in triumphing Lan- 
guage, with much boldneſs he hath decryed Original Sin, as if it were + As Fy 
but a Non Ens. Thus he. We know fin in one ſence is not Ems *; ents fn 
and that this Learned Man knew well. Dr. Taylor's Authoriry, and ;,» Re, 
yours, are both alike x0:me. KL 4 

Forrthly, I ſuſpedt you from your Deſctiprion of Oripinal Sin. In p. 23 
both your Books you tell us: Original Som x that rame Upon all, even y, 28. 
Infants.This word Upon, I do not underſtand ; Pawl calls it Indwel- 
ling Sin, 7 Rom. 17. 20. I was conceived i»fin, 51 P/al. 5. It may 
have ſome truth in reſpect of Adam's Sim, by which Dearh paſſed upon 
all, and Fudgment came upon al, 5 Rem.-12. 18. But Otiginal Sin 
1s not without us. . | 
_ Fifthly, You tell me, Infants hos no Serrrinal, Unbelief, nor Impe- 
nitency in them. | | 

Anſiv. No wonder, fince they have no Seeds of any Sin ; then I 
hope they can eaſily believe, and-embrace Chriſt upon Goſpererms, 
when they come 0 Loy, -\ They caneaſily Repent, if they 
ſhould chance to Sin. They are'all born with Hearts of Fleſh, God 
need not take away the Heart of Stoxe-from\thent. But for all your 
Commendarions of Infants, we do'nor find them fo ready to believe, 
and repeftt, when they grow up. | | . 

Sixthly, Whereas we ſay, That whichwillbe 4 Thorn, will ſoon prick ; 
So we find. how quickly this rhovny, ' corrupt Nature in Infants, begin 
to prick, and ſhew ir{elf in actual Sin; fo: far as they are capable, in 
Revenge, Envy, Pride, Rebellion againit Putetits, which lately I obſerv'd 
ro my ſorrow. Theſe Ads you excuſe, and ye to the example of ,, 25, 
zl Tutors. Bur I pray, whence is it they are fo apt to learn ? Pela-* 
g3us indeed would have Sin come in by #*13##tzown, tot 7 tn whe 

PLL 


P. 25: 


* Bur Tuly thar Learned Heathen tells us :* Shawl 46 Edici fries in Li Tyſc, 1, 2. 


cem, &c. As ſoon -as eyer: weare iborn, we are-preſently exerciſed in 
all manner of Evil. Ut pene in late Nutrics Errorem”ſuxifſe vi- 
deamur : As if we ſucked down Errour with the Nurſes Milk.” Com- 
pare this Heathen, with Mr. Grantham the Chriſtian. {9 SO 

B. Auſtin's Obſervation of Eney, in a'fucking Child, you ſhghr : 
Bur that Godly Learned Father. could judge of Eyvy, \as well as Mr. 
Grantham. 34 TI . BIB ; D {Nt a {4 $0 

As for the Scriptutes.you praduce to clear Infatitsfroim fit, 'r Per. p, 25. 
2.1, 2, Like newborn Babes; 1. e.' to lay "fide dll malice ,""Fule, 


&c. SE. 
B 2 Anſi] 


P42. 11, 
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Anſw. You do miſtake the Text ; it is, As new Borns deſire the 

ſincere Milk, &C. 1t 18 the Mi/k, and the Babe; it is not as new borw 
Babes, lay aſide Malice, &c. If Infants have no malice, guile, &c. in 
ſemine, how ſhould they lay atide what they have not 2 You will 
make Infants guilry by your Interpretation. 

For the 1 Cor. 14.20. 1n wickedneſs x24, be ye Children : What do the 
Apoſtle mean, he would haye them as Children, zn your ſence, with- 
out the Seeds of Corruption, Unbelief, Impenirency, and fo croſs him- 
ſelf in the 7 Rem. and 2 Epheſ. 3. and crols the Apoſtle Fohn, 1 Foh. 
1.8. croſs to David, 51 Pſal. 5. and to our Lord, 3 Foh. 6. nor is 
our Lord croſs to himſelf, in that 18 Mar. 3. I reſolved for brevity, 
elie I would have ſpoken to theſe Texts more. 

Bur whar before I ſpake of the Thorn, I may apply it to this: Tho' 
the Thorn will prick, and ſhew itſelf ar firſt, yer it is not ſo bad then, 
and: apr to hurt, as wr will do two years after, when it runs into a 
Man's fleſh. So the fins of theſe little ones, tho? croſs to the holineſs 
of the Law, yet ag have not that degree of evil and guilr, with rhe 
lame acts in adult Perſons. 

I ſaid Mr. Grantham is very unſound, or he muſt contradict him- 
{elf : How to reconcile his former fayings, with whar he writes 
Page 13.. 1 know nor. If this be your ſence; Children polluted by Ori- 
9inal Sin, fo under Condemnation, \before they can come to Heaven, mudSt 
be cleanſed from theſe pollutzons.. T agree: (then you are on my fide, a- 
eainſt your own-Sect, whom yet you jultifie.] 

But the queſtion #, Whether they cannot be cleanſed from Sin, with- 
out they have Faith and Repentance ? 

You, miſtake Mr. Grantham, the queſtion was, Whether God Re- 
generates any Infants ?., which your Sect denied.” 

It was your Diſciple thar-rold me, Thar Faith and Repentance are 
the tro parts of . Regeneration, From his relling me thus, I ar- 
SES 5 25.9 | 

They that are Regenerared, have Faith and Repentance frhey thar 


| have the whole, have the parts] this is his Doctrine. | 
©  . Purall Infarus faved, are Regenerared, fay'I, from Chriſt's words, 


- 


Therefore, all Children ſaved have Faith and Repentance [5. e. 
{cmunally]. $6 | EO | 

'To this you anſwer for him : He that granted thy, extends it on!) 
zo: the, Adult, of whom theſe. are required, Sb that this # but a meer 


Caption, unbecoming a grave Diſputant. | 


 _ ki ſeems ,he-;wanged your Wit raexprets bimfelf plainly. Bur as 
for you who thas help-him, according to. your: Doctrine 'then, there 
are tio Regenerations 3 one for Infants, another for Men when their 
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Beards are grown, I pray do you define theſe two Regenerations, 
and ſhew us how they differ ; then bring forth the plain Scriprures 
upon which you ground theſe, and prove your two Definitions. I 
never read but of one Regeneration in the Holy Canon ; for your 
Fa Derek, [ tuppole you mult ferch your proof from 23 

evel. 19. Ns 

Thar Infants ſaved muft be Regenerated, the Text is clear 
3 John 3. fs 7% "The word * is an indefinitive word, limi- 
red to no age, Infant or Adult. Infants are born once, bur who- 
ever are generated, and born after the ordinary courſe of Man, 
if ſaved, mult be born twice, or azain. [ Nicodemus Aaureger, jn 
the fourth verſe tells us how Chrilt's #1»/w, in the third verſe is ro 
be tranſlated] ſo muſt Infants, elſe no Heaven. Secondly, 'That 
which 1s born of the fleſh; u fleſh, 3 Foh. 6. So are all Infants, 
then they muſt be born of Water, and the Spirit, ver. 5. elſe 
no Heaven for Infants. Belides the other Scriptures I mentioned 
before. 

I ſhould define Regeneration rhus : Ir 1s a work of the ( a ) (a) 3 Joh. 
Spirit of God in fallen Man, dead in fin (6 ), whereby, infu- 5: 
ſing a principle of Spiritual Life ( c), cauſing an habirual Confor-(9) 2 Epi. 
mity of all the Faculties of the Soul , ro the Image and Will of ;*, 
God (4d ), all the Faculties are inclined { au primo] to live the 6) 2 Eph 
Life of God (e) ; by the fame Spirit ating (F) this firſt Grace, et) 4 Eph 
they do [au ſecundo] bring forth the fruits of Spiritual Life ; and 2 , 
by the (g) Indwellingand continued acting of that good Spirit,they (e) 4 Eph. 
continue fo ro do, till Man comes to Glory. 18. 
Mr. Grif. told me, he did not ſay God could noe Regenerate (f)Phil. 13, 
Infants, but God doth nor Regenerate. Bur I fay, if God can ) PH 17. 
do it, then according to his revealed Will, he mu# do it, if In- 15, J9Þ. 5- 
fants be ſaved. And as for the firſt part of the Definirigh God (2) 's agg 
ean do, and doth work it in all Infants, in which [ ro uſe the Me- Sp ay 
raphor] are ſown the Seeds of Faith and Repentance, as well as x Pet. 1 5. 
of any other Graces. For what difficulty there ſhould be in ſow- 1 Cor. 1.8. 
ing the Seeds of Faith and Repentance, more then all other Graces, 


I cannot tell. 
Yourell me, pag. 25. Tifants have no ObjeR of Faith propounded 


' 80 them, therefore they cannot have Faith ſeminally. 


Anſw. Nor is there an Object of | Love' propounded to: them. 
God is the Object of our Faith and Love, fo is Chrilt, 14 Foh. 1! 
Bur God is not propounded an Object of Faith, and Love to In- 
fants, therefore Infants are faved withour- any Semitial;Fairk in, 
or Love to God, as much as to fay without any Grace ar 
all. Ss th LIST 0:5 
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I ſhall add but this: If there be no Seeds of Repentance and 
Faith in Chrilt, in the Regeneration of Infants, then the Righte- 
ouſnels, the Sacrifice, Blood of Chriit, with all rhe benefits of the 
Covenant of Grace, are imputed and applyed to perſons, where 
are only the Seeds of the Graces of the Covenant of Works, which 
no Man ſhall make me belieye. 

That the Lord doth Regenerate Infants ſaved, I doubr nor ; 
but how he doth it, neither Man nor Angel can tell. Bur you 
tcll your Reader, p. 24. I vazniy pretend to know tt. 

I had been a vain Man indeed, had I prerended to it. Bur 
Mr. Grantham, if you be.a Man of Truth, name the page [ as I 
I do always when 1 charge you } in my Book, where your Rea- 
der may find what you rell him of me. I can name the page 74, 
where I have ſpoken the contrary, as expreſly as a Man can 
ſpeak. You tell your Reader, p. 31. of ſome old Profeſſors, that 
havg been Teachers of others, and yet have not learned -Cwility or 
Honeſty, in treating thoſe who differ from them in. Opinion, Who is 
more guilry of this then Mr. Grantham, how many Falſhoeds 
have you charged me with mm this Pamphler. I reſolve ro med- 
dle no more with Anabapezſts for your fake ; not becaule I find a- 
ny ſtrengrh in _o03 bur for your charging \uch things upon me 
which I never {pake, or have expreſly ſpoken the contrary. 

Becauſe I uſed this Argument for the neceffity of Childrens Re- 
generation. All the Members of the Kingdom of Heaven are 
holy : Bur Infants are Members of the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
Ergo, they are holy. Bur they are not holy by Birth, it is by 
Regeneration. You tell me, p. 13. Here I think you have given 
your Cauſe its Deaths-blow. What # become of the Birth-Priviledge 
fo munch gloried in by Mr. Baxter, and others ? 

Anſ##Do you think fo Mr. Grantham ? I do not think I have 
given it the leaft wound. Did Mr. Baxter, or others of our Di- 
vines, ever ſay, Children are exherently holy by Birth 2 You ſee I 
diſtinguiſh berween Birth-holineſs, and Regeneration. Did the 
Apoſtle when he tells the believing Corinthians, 1 Cor. 7. 14. 
Thar their Children were Saints, mean they were inherently holy 
by Birth? No: fure, he meant no mere then as the Children 
under Abraham's Covenant were called holy, 7 Dert. 6. and 14. 
Dent. 2.' $ Ezra 2. Thar Holineſs (gave them a Title to Church- 
Membenſhip , .atnd the Seal of the Covyenant: zhen, ſo it do 
ROW, L 11 O 3475 | | 
. Only 'a' word to the Reaſon why you and your Diſciple deny 
Children, can have any Seminal Faith, or Regeneration, becaule 
theſe come by the Ford preached, 10 Rem, 17. 1 Pet. 1. 23. But 

| In- 
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Infants can neither underſtand it, nor read it. Thus you have tyed 
up the Holy One to oze inftrument. But I pray, are all thar 
are born Deaf damned 2 They can neither hear, read, nor un- 
derſtand the word : Verily, if God can Regenerate thoſe who 
are. born Deaf, he can Infants without hearing or reading the 
Word. So he did befote in Circumcition where he pleaſed, 
through the word of his Covenant, I will be their God; and fo 


he doth now in Baptiſm, when and where he pleaſerh. San- 


Aification, and Salvation being given to Baptiſm, as an Inſtry- 
ment in the hand of rhe Spirit, 3 Tit. 5. 1 Pet. 3. 21. 5 Epheſ. 
26. beſides that controverted Text, 3 Foh. 5. which the 4n4- 
baptiſts who put ſo much in Dipping, may well underſtand of 
Baptiſm. | | 

Thar you might make your Reader know what a pitiful Di- 
ſpurant I am, you tell him zwo fauits I am guilty of in my Lo- 
oick, p. 10. My Argument was this: _ 

They who are Regenerated have Faith and Repentance. 

Bur all Infants faved are Regenerated ; Ergo, they have Faith 
and Repentaece. 

My fart fault is this,Zour Major ſhould have been univerſal,lay you. 

. And is it not waverſal 2 Ir is nor ſpecial, for it is neither par- 


" ticular, nor proper, then it mult be univerſal. It is dxioma, 


2s wee Mr, Grantham then it muſt be univerſal; For here 
predicatum reciprocatur cum ſubjeto, ita ut ex predicato fiert poſſit 


— ſubjetum: As in this propoſition, Homo eft animal rationale © 


Animal rationale et Homo. So here, they that have the who!e 
have the parts, and they who have the parts bave the whole. 

A Propofition may be unzver/al in the form of it, tho' ir be nox 
rrue, but this is both univerſal and true, till you can proye your t©0 
Regenerartions. 

2. The ſecond fault. is Ignoratio Elenchr. 

Yay you ſo Mr. Grawham; What was the Queſtion I pray ? 
Was it not, whether Infants ſaved, had Faith and Repentance Did 
I nor ſtick to the queſtion, and conglude it affirmatively, from your 
own Dilciple's Doctrine and Concetlions , that they axe the wo 
parts of Regeneration 3 but that they were Regezerared, I proved. 

Do.you. Mr. Grantham underitand what Ignoratio Elenchi is ? 

You tell your Reader, p. 12. {peaking of me, It « hs manner to 
confound by Diſcourſes. mith Diverſities, 1 challenge you Mr. Grau- 
tham, or auy of your Sect, ro ſhew me where once I have ſtated a 
Queſtion, that in. my. Diſcourſe ] depart from-it,, to another thing 
diverſe from ir. I did nor o in this place : For the Queſtion. was, 
Whether Seeds do nor go before Fruits, Prizc:ples befere Actions 2 

So 


1 Joh 3-9, 
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So God {ow the Seeds of Grace, infuſe Divine Principles into In- 
fants that are faved, tho' they dic before they come to act. -I men- 
tioned Peter, but I did not argue thus : Peter had a Seed, therefore 
he could nor fall rota and finally: that had been another Queſtion 
indecd ; bur I faid, tho' Perer did fall, yer there was a Seed in him ; 
I aimed only at the word Seed, of which I was diſcourling, as a 
word being uſed in Sctiprure. 

To my fourth Argument I uſed, viz. If all dying Infants are ju- 
ftified and ſaved without Regeneration ; then there are millions in 
Heaven, in whom the Spirit of God, as. the Third Perſon in rhe 
Bleſſed Trinity, had nothing to do in their Salvation. 

You give rwo Anſwers, the firlt very abſurd ; only I reſfolyed 
ro be ſhorr, elſe I would have ſhewn ir. 

Your ſecond is this : 

All theſe dying Infants for whom Chrift ſhed hu precious Blood, have 
ſufficient aſſiſtance from the Spirit, in the bufineſi of their Salvation. 

But he ſhed for all. | 

The Major you prove thus : They do not reſift the Holy Ghoft. 

I anſwer : The work of the Spirir in the buſineſs of their Salyati- 
on, is their Regeneration, their Sanification : then we are agreed, 
you yield me the Queſtion againſt your own Party ; ' and this ſhall 
not diſpleaſe me, if they be all ſaved, as you falſly ref your Rea- 
der. YerT am nor fartisfied in your Diſcourſe. 

Infants have ſufficient aſſiſtance, becauſe they do not reſit, ſay you. 


| This is ſomething odd methinks. 


Fir, What then are Infants ave, tho' weak, and fo the Spi- 
ri aſi them ; for ſo I conceive aſſiſtance doth properly reſpect one 
that as, bur is roo weak to perfect his at. Are we faid proper- 
ty to aflift them who do nothing ar all 2 we aflift weak, men, not 
dead men. 


Secondly, Do the Spirit work morally, by way of Suaſion with In- 


fants, and they not refiſt him, as they 7 As 51. | 
Thirdly, The corrupr Nature in Infants incline them to reſiſt him, 
and not to comply with him. | 
Fourthly, Are you fure that Chriſt ſhed his Blood for every Ind:- 
vidual dying Infant zntentionally 2 2. And was it nor for all Infants 
as well as dying Infants ? 3. And did he ſhed it for them only while 
they were Infants, and not when they grew upto be adult ? 4. And 
doth he then give tothem all /afficient Grace ? 5. And is that ſuffici- 
ent Grace ſtatu lapſo, that doth not artain its end ? If the ftony 
Heart thart is to be taken away, be for ſtonineſs ſix Degrees, the 
Grace which rakes it away muft be ſeven Degrees, elſe 'tis nor fuf- 
ficient, 6, How comes it abour then that Chriſt fails ſo much, even 
| the 
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the far greareſt part in his Intentions 2 Certainly the Father and 
the Son had the ſame Inrentions, when the Covenant of Redem- 
ption' paſſed between rhem. | 

Bur p. 16, you propound a profound (Queſtion, viz. 

Whether the Covenant of Grace was taken from the whole Werld, 
and appropriated only to Abraham and his Seed, from the time of 
making the Covenant of Cireumciſion, 17 Gen. 7, _ | 

I prithee Thomas, - how came this Queſtion into thy Crown 2 My 
ſhallow Brains could not have invented it. Will you faſten this 
upon me too, when my words are expreſly the contrary, p. 20. By 
the Covenant made with Abraham and hr Seed, and the Seal of it, God 
did ſeparate and divide Abraham's Seed from the World, living under 
that Covenant you. fpeak of, How was this Covenant taken from: 
the World, Mr. Grantham, when I tell you expreſly the World /:- 
ved under it, tho' that Covenant was made with Abraham and his 
yeed ? | 
| Take my Mind thus : "There was one ſhort and Enigmarical 
Diſcovery of- Chritt, and Goſpel-Grace, 3 Gen. 15. In the Seed of 
the Woman. After this, tho' there were thouſands in the World, yer 
God ſingles our Abraham, and makes another Diſcovery ro him, Þ 
thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed, 12 Gen.3. Whence 
the Apoſtle, 2 Heb. 16. He that took on him the Seed of Abraham 3 
not of Noah, nor any Man elſe. After God had given this Promiſe 
which concerned the whole World, the benefit whereof divers that 
were nor of the Church of rhe Fews. did: partake of, E doubr nor ; 
God was pleaſed ro make a Covenant with Abraham to be the God 
of him and his Seed, and commanded this Covenant to be ſealed, 
and thus did diſtinguiſh his Seed from the World, hving under the 
Promiſe made firlt to Abraham. This Abraham, not Noah, God Ws 5-5 
honours with the Title of the Father of Believers. Gentile Belie- 15 ,g, 
vers are called Abraham's Children, nor Noah's. They are grafted 3 Gal. 2g. 
into Abraham's'$tock, not Noah's. As then Abraham's Seed, born 11 Rom. 
under that Covenant, were Members of the Church with their Pa-- 17: 
rents, had the initiaring Ordinance applied ro them : So the Gen- 
tile Believers [whoſe Father Abraham 1s] Seed being under the Co- 
venant of their Father Abraham,are Members of the Goſpe-Church 
with their Parents, have a right to rhe initiating Ordinance, - Ba- 
priſm : unleſs it can be proved that God hath nulled Abraham's Co- 
venant expreſly * : which all the Anabapriſts in Eng/and can never ,. Goon 
do. And this is no ab/cure:Conſequence, as you call it, to prove In- AT 
fanr-Bapriſm, bur it is far more clear, plain, intelligible, then that ywyarran: 
Conſequence by which our Lord proved the grear Article of our þ, 8, 9; ; 
Reſurrettion. 
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As for Noah, about whom you ſpend ſo many lines, we honour 
him as much as you : Bur do you ſhew where God made ſuch a 
Covenant with him and his Seed, as he did with Abraham and his 
Seed, and: ſealed it. So that Noah's Seed might humbly and be- 
Levingly lay hold upon God for their God, by way of Covenant, ; 
elſe all your words about Noah, are bur your rambling from the- 
Queſtion, a meer Iproratio Elenchi, as I told you before. | 

Then you. ſcribble ſomerhing about Free-wl, and tell me of 
Mr. Baxter's Judgment : I am of his Opinion, I will not enter in- 
to rhat Controverfie ; only rwo things I fay. 

Firlt, Liberty as it is oppoled to natural neceſſity, and co-attion is 
eſſential to the Wi, In the work of the Father drawing the Soul 
ro Chriſt, the 1 in clofing with, and embracing of Chriſt is as 
free in reſpect of Co-a#zon, as it was In inning againft Chritt. 
What would you have more Mr. Grantham ? 

Secondly, Liberty and ſome neceſſity may ſtand together, viz. 
Libertas Conſequentie, elſe the Will muſt be more than bruitiſh, 

Bur if you have a mind ro ſhew what a gallant Fellow you are 
in this Controverſie, I defire you to read and anſwer two Men 
Who lived in Communion with the Church of Rome, Bradwardin, 
and Fanſenius, his Auguſtinus 3 I name no Proteſtants. Bur Fanſe- 
iu I commend ro you upon this account : Becaule as I was inform- 
ed by a ſober Dutch Minifter , whoſe Uncle was at Fanſenim's 
Commencement ; as you were bound firit ro a Taylor, fo he was 
bound firſt ro a Carpenter : bur he was ſo exceedingly Bookiſh 
while bur a Youth, that his Maſter wiſhed his Parents ro take him 
away, get ſome help of Friends, and pur him to School ; there in- 
deed he differs from you, as your Admirer tells us here, that you 
ſerved out your Apprentiſhip. Bur there is a ſecond difference : 
This excellent Carpenter choſe ſuch Timber, and built fo ſtrong, 
thar all the Jeſuits [your Friends in this Controverſie] could never 
fhake his Building. Bur you that were a Taylor, do bur as Adam 
did, ſew Fip-leaves together, to make an Apron, which will not co- 
yer your nakednels. 


